St. Yulithi & St. Kuriakose

Feast Day: Jul

M The blessed Yulithi (Julietta) and her saintly son
trampled the devil and all his wicked means under their feet and
received the crowns of martyrdom. Yuliti, a beautiful rich woman and a
good Christian, a descendent of the Asian kings, was born in Iconnium
in Asia Minor where St.Paul and Barnabas founded the church. Yuliti
spent most of her time in praying and helping the poor. Yuliti's only son
Kuriakose (Cyricus) grew up in a spiritual atmosphere whose first
spoken words were "l am a Christian". When Y uliti's husband passed
away all on a sudden, she had to raise her son by herself. Dioceltian, the
Roman emperor, started the worst Christian persecution when Kuriakose
was only three years old.

Yuliti, in order to escape from persecution, fled to Selucia in Syria with
two of her maids. As the situation there was also worse, they went to
Tarsus, the birthplace of St. Paul. The Roman tetrarch in that city,
Alexandros was also very cruel towards Christians. Yuliti was arrested
and brought before Alexandros. Because Yuliti confessed that she is a

Christian as against all warnings of Alexandros, the soldiers threw Yuliti



on the ground after taking away young Kuriakose from her. Alexandros
promised to release her if she forsook Jesus Christ to which she
answered that even a child, like her son, would not budge. Alexandros
asked Kuriakose: "Would you agree to worship the idols". Young
Kuriakose replied: "Your idols are made by stone and wood; My real
God is Jesus Christ". When Yuliti heard this, she filled with courage
shouted: "I am a Christian; | worship the real God Jesus Christ who
made heaven and earth". Then Kuriakose also started shouted "l am a
Christian; | am a Christian™.

Soldiers continued beating Yuliti and the ruler tried to play with the boy
to attract his attention. The tetrarch got mad at the child as he was not
falling into his trap and threw him to the ground. The young boy hit his
head against one of the concrete steps and died instantly. When Yuliti
saw this, she prayed: "Thank you my Lord because you considered
Kuriakose worthy of receiving this glorious crown. | ask you now my
Savior to take me also.....” On hearing this, the angered Roman emperor
ordered her to be beheaded. Thus she was beheaded while she was
repeatedly saying: " | am a Christian, | am a Christian". At night, her
two maids took the bodies and hid them in a cave near Tarsus.

When Constantine, the first Roman emperor, came to power, he built a
church where the Mother and the child were martyred. Parts of the relics

of these two saints' are preserved in the Syrian St.Mary's Monastery in



the valley of Nitron. There is also a historical church bearing their name
in Tahta.
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Francesco Laurana, "St. Cyricus," etty Center, Los Angeles

According to pseudo-Gelasius, Julitta and her three-year-old son Cyricus
had fled to Tarsus and were identified as Christians.!?! Julitta was
tortured and Cyricus, being held by the governor of Tarsus, scratched the
governor's face and was killed by being thrown down by some stairs.
Julitta did not weep but celebrated the fact that her son had earned the
crown of martyrdom. In anger, the governor then decreed that Julitta’s
sides should be ripped apart with hooks, and then she was beheaded. Her
body, along with that of Cyricus, was flung outside the city, on the heap
of bodies belonging to criminals, but the two maids rescued the corpses

of the mother and child and buried them in a nearby field.



An alternative version of the story is that Julitta told the governor that
his religion could not be accepted by a three-year-old child, whereupon

Cyricus testified to his faith, and mother and child were tortured before
being decapitated.



